
		

 

REAL LIFE 
Why Does God Allow Suffering? 

 

John 16:33 – Jesus said, "I have told you these things, so that in me you 
may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I 
have overcome the world." 
 
Acts 14:22 - They (Paul and Barnabas) encouraged them to continue in 
the faith, reminding them that they must enter into the Kingdom of God 
through many tribulations. 
 
Luke 6:22-23 – Jesus said, “Blessed are you when men hate you, when 
they exclude you and insult you and reject your name as evil, because of 
the Son of Man. 23 Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is 
your reward in heaven.” 
 
2 Timothy 3:12 - Everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus 
will be persecuted. 
 
2 Corinthians 12:1-10 - Let me tell about the visions and revelations I 
received from the Lord. 2 I was caught up into the third heaven fourteen 
years ago. 3 Whether my body was there or just my spirit, I don't know; 
only God knows. 4 But I do know that I was caught up into paradise and 
heard things so astounding that they cannot be told. 5 That experience is 
something worth boasting about, but I am not going to do it. I am going 
to boast only about my weaknesses.  6 I have plenty to boast about and 
would be no fool in doing it, because I would be telling the truth. But I 
won't do it. I don't want anyone to think more highly of me than what 
they can actually see in my life and my message, 7 even though I have 
received wonderful revelations from God.    
       But to keep me from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in my 
flesh, a messenger from Satan to torment me and keep me from getting 
proud. 8 Three different times I begged the Lord to take it away. 9 Each 
time he said, "My grace is all you need. My power works best in your 
weakness." So now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the 
power of Christ may work through me. 10 Since I know it is all for Christ's 
good, I am quite content with my weaknesses and with insults, 
hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am 
strong. 
 
 



	1) God allows suffering in our lives to make us humble   .     
     2 Corinthians 12:6-7 
 

      Pride will always keep us from knowing God. When pride takes 
 over, we place ourselves in a place that only God should occupy. We 
 begin to think that we know more than God about what is best for our 
 lives and we begin to trust in our intelligence and abilities. Pride will 
 push God away. 
 

 James 4:6 - God opposes the proud but gives grace to the  humble. 
 
2) God allows suffering in our lives to  draw us to Him    . 
       2 Corinthians 12:8-10  
 
   God wants us to      see His grace             . 
 Grace is God's unmerited favor. It is kindness from God we don't 
 deserve. There is nothing we have done, nor can ever do to earn this 
 favor. It is a gift from God. Grace sets Christianity apart from all  other 
 religions. God is gracious, benevolent, and kind, in contrast  to the 
 false gods of other religions who are at best indifferent to people and 
 in need of constant appeasement. However, many followers of Christ 
 do not trust in God’s grace. They feel that God’s grace is a nice 
 concept that sounds good in church, but for the serious issues of life 
 they turn to secular methods to solve their problems.   
 
  God wants us to     see His power                 .   
 It is when believers are out of answers, confidence, and strength, 
 with nowhere else to turn but to God that they are in a position to  be 
 most effective. No one in the kingdom of God is too weak to 
 experience God power, but many are too confident in their own 
 strength. Physical suffering, mental anguish, disappointment, 
 unfulfilled expectations, and failure squeeze the impurities and  pride 
 out of our lives, making us a pure channel through which  God’s 
 power can flow. 


