FINDING TRUTH
What It Really Means To Follow Jesus

Gospel = The good news about how a person can know God through
Jesus Christ and be saved from an eternity in hell to an eternity in
heaven.

°The true gospel is a call to ,

not a call to :
2 Timothy 3:1-2 - There will be terrible tfimes in the last days. People will
be lovers of themselves.

Luke 9:23-26 - Then Jesus said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my
disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and
follow me. 24For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but
whoever loses their life for me will save it. 2What good is it for
someone to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit their very
self? 26 Whoever is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will
be ashamed of them when he comes in his glory and in the glory of
the Father and of the holy angels.”

*Following Jesus isn’t about

Follow Jesus is about :
Matthew 10:32-39 - Jesus said, “Whoever acknowledges me before
others, | will also acknowledge before my Father in heaven. 33 But
whoever disowns me before others, | will disown before my Father in
heaven. 34 “Do not suppose that | have come to bring peace to the
earth. | did not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35For | have come
to turn “ ‘a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a
daughter-in-law against her mother- in-law— 3¢ a man’s enemies will
be the members of his own household.’

37“Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not
worthy of me; anyone who loves their son or daughter more than me
is not worthy of me. 38 Whoever does not take up their cross and follow
me is not worthy of me. 3 Whoever finds their life will lose it, and
whoever loses their life for my sake will find it.”




°To truly follow Jesus is and

Matthew 7:13-14 - Jesus said, “Enter through the narrow gate. For
wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and
many enter through it. 14But small is the gate and narrow the road
that leads to life, and only a few find it.

LUKE 14:14-25 - Large crowds were fraveling with Jesus, and turning
to them he said: 2¢ “If anyone comes to me and does not hate father
and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their
own life—such a person cannot be my disciple. 272 And whoever does
not carry their cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.

28 “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won't you first sit
down and estimate the cost to see if you have enough money to
complete it? 29 For if you lay the foundation and are not able to finish
it, everyone who sees it will ridicule you, 30saying, ‘This person began
to build and wasn’t able to finish.’ 31 “Or suppose a king is about to
go to war against another king. Won't he first sit down and consider
whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming
against him with twenty thousand? 32If he is not able, he will send a
delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms
of peace. 3In the same way, those of you who do not give up
everything you have cannot be my disciples.”

Mankind wants glory. We want health. We want wealth. We want
happiness. We want all our felt needs met. We want a painless life. We
want the crown without the cross. We want the gain without the pain.
We want the words of Christian salvation to be easy. That's how people
think. But that’s not God’s instruction to us.



