REAL LIFE

Jealousy and Envy

James 3:13-17 - Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them
show it by their good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from
wisdom. 14But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your
hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. 15Such “wisdom” does
not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. ¢ For
where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and
every evil practice. 7 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of
all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and
good fruit, impartial and sincere.

Worldly “Wisdom”

“earthly” - I live for rather than for
Matthew 6:19-21 - Jesus said, “Don’t store up treasures here on eqrth
where moths eat them and rust desiroys them, and where thieves
break in and steal. 20 Store your treasures in heaven, where moths and
rust cannot destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal. 21 Wherever
your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be.”

“unspiritual” - | focus on
Galatians 5:14-21- The entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one
command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 15If you bite and devour
each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.1¢So |
say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the
flesh. 17 For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit
what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so
that you are not to do whatever you want. 18 But if you are led by the
Spirit, you are not under the law. 1"The acts of the flesh are obvious:
sexuvual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20jdolatry and
witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition,
dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, and the like. | warn you,
as | did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom
of God.




“demonic” - | believe the lie that my happiness can be found in

Example: Eve and the serpent (Genesis 3)

John 8:44 - Jesus said, “For you are the children of your father the
devil, and you love to do the evil things he does. He was a
murderer from the beginning. He has always hated the truth,
because there is no truth in him. When he lies, it is consistent with
his character; for he is a liar and the father of lies.”

Fighting Against Jealousy & Envy
Praise God for
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James 3:16-17 - For where you have envy and selfish ambition,
there you find disorder and every evil practice. 17 But the wisdom
that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving,
considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and
sincere.

Give .

2 Corinthians 9:7-11 - You must each decide in your heart how
much to give. And don’'t give reluctantly or in response to
pressure. “For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.” 8 And
God will generously provide all you need. Then you will always
have everything you need and plenty left over to share with
others. ? As the Scriptures say, “They share freely and give
generously to the poor. Their good deeds will be remembered
forever.” 19For God is the one who provides seed for the farmer
and then bread to eat. In the same way, he will provide and
increase your resources and then produce a great harvest of
generosity in you. 11 Yes, you will be enriched in every way so that
you can always be generous.




