
Finding Joy When Life Is Hard 
 

John 15:18-20  John 16:33  2 Timothy 3:12 
 

1 Peter 1:3-9 - All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. It is by his great mercy that we have been born again, 
because God raised Jesus Christ from the dead. Now we live with 
great expectation, 4 and we have a priceless inheritance—an 
inheritance that is kept in heaven for you, pure and undefiled, 
beyond the reach of change and decay. 5 And through your faith, 
God is protecting you by his power until you receive this salvation, 
which is ready to be revealed on the last day for all to see. 6 So be 
truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you must 
endure many trials for a little while. 7 These trials will show that 
your faith is genuine. It is being tested as fire tests and purifies 
gold—though your faith is far more precious than mere gold. So 
when your faith remains strong through many trials, it will bring 
you much praise and glory and honor on the day when Jesus 
Christ is revealed to the whole world. 8 You love him even though 
you have never seen him. Though you do not see him now, you 
trust him; and you rejoice with a glorious, inexpressible joy. 9 The 
reward for trusting him will be the salvation of your souls. 
 

•We can have joy because we are no longer    

      on our way to hell           . (v. 3) 
 

•We can have joy because the trials in our life will not  
 

     last forever              . (v.4-6) 

2 Corinthians 4:14-18 - We know that God, who raised the Lord 
Jesus, will also raise us with Jesus and present us to himself 
together with you. 16 That is why we never give up. Though our 
bodies are dying, our spirits are being renewed every day. 17 
For our present troubles are small and won’t last very long. Yet 
they produce for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will 
last forever! 18 So we don’t look at the troubles we can see now; 
rather, we fix our gaze on things that cannot be seen. For the 
things we see now will soon be gone, but the things we cannot 
see will last forever. 



 

•We can have joy when we realize that trials will help us 
 

        grow closer to Jesus         . (v.7) 
1 Peter 1:7 -These trials will show that your faith is genuine. It 
is being tested as fire tests and purifies gold—though your 
faith is far more precious than mere gold. So when your faith 
remains strong through many trials, it will bring you much 
praise and glory and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is 
revealed to the whole world. 
 

     - We will   love          Jesus more. (v.8) 
        “You love him even though you have never seen him.” 
 

     - We will   trust          Jesus more. (v.8) 
        “Though you do not see him now, you trust him...” 
 

1 Corinthians 1:8-9 - We think you ought to know about the 
trouble we went through in the province of Asia. We were 
crushed and overwhelmed beyond our ability to endure, and 
we thought we would never live through it. 9 In fact, we 
expected to die. But as a result, we stopped relying on 
 ourselves and learned to rely only on God, who raises the 
dead. 

 

    - The closer we get to Jesus, the more   joy    we will 
 

   have regardless of   our circumstances       . (v.8-9) 
“Though you do not see him now, you trust him; and you 
rejoice with a glorious, inexpressible joy. The reward for 
trusting him will be the salvation of your souls.” 

 
The question we must ask ourselves: Do I only love Jesus  
 

when   I feel blessed     , or will we follow Him  
 

even if   I only experience hardship         ? 
 
 
 


