Living As A Priest

1 Peter 2:4-10 (NLT) — You are coming to Christ, who is the living
cornerstone of God’s temple. He was rejected by people, but he was
chosen by God for great honor. ® And you are living stones that God is
building into his spiritual temple. What’s more, you are his holy priests.
Through the mediation of Jesus Christ, you offer spiritual sacrifices that
please God.

6 As the Scriptures say, “| am placing a cornerstone in Jerusalem,

chosen for great honor, and anyone who trusts in him will never be
disgraced.” 7 Yes, you who trust him recognize the honor God has
given him. But for those who reject him, “The stone that the builders
rejected has now become the cornerstone.” 8 And, “He is the stone that
makes people stumble, the rock that makes them fall.” They stumble
because they do not obey God’s word, and so they meet the fate that
was planned for them.
9 But you are not like that. You are royal priests, a holy nation, God’s
very own possession. As a result, you can show others the goodness
of God, for he called you out of the darkness into his wonderful light.
10 “Once you had no identity as a people; now you are God’s people.
Once you received no mercy; now you have received God’s mercy.”

As priests, we offer ___spiritual sacrifices
Hebrews 13:15-16 - Through Jesus, let us continually offer to
God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that openly profess
his name. And do not forget to do good and to share with
others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.

*We praise God __in good times and bad

*We do good to others

The Characteristics of a Priest

1) Before a priest could begin to fulfill his duties as a
priest, he had to be cleansed from sin . Lev. 8:6-36
Titus 3:4-5 (NLT) - When God our Savior revealed his kindness and
love, he saved us, not because of the righteous things we had
done, but because of his mercy. He washed away our sins, giving
us a new birth and new life through the Holy Spirit.

2) A priest had to be fitted with special clothes

*We are clothed in _righteousness and ___holiness

Ephesians 4:22-5:5 (NIV) - You were taught, with regard to your
former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by
its deceitful desires; 2 to be made new in the attitudes of your mind; 24
and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true
righteousness and holiness. #® Therefore each of you must put off
falsehood and speak truthfully to your neighbor, for we are all
members of one body. 2° “In your anger do not sin”: Do not let the sun
go down while you are still angry, 2’ and do not give the devil a
foothold. 22 Anyone who has been stealing must steal no longer, but
must work, doing something useful with their own hands, that they
may have something to share with those in need.

2% Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but
only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that
it may benefit those who listen. 3 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of
God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 3! Get rid
of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with
every form of malice. 3 Be kind and compassionate to one another,
forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.

®1 Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children 2 and live
a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 3 But among you there must not
be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of
greed, because these are improper for God’s holy people. * Nor
should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out
of place, but rather thanksgiving. ® For of this you can be sure: No
immoral, impure or greedy person—such a person is an idolater—has
any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.

3) A priest had a special anointing and could go places that

others could not. We have the anointing of the Holy
Spirit and can enter the presence of God
whenever we choose. Hebrews 10:19-22
4) A priest would live a life of ___service and

self-sacrifice to God. Romans 12:1-2

5) A priest committed to live a life of obedience
*This causes us to have a genuine walk with God and
make an impact on a sinful world.




