
 

LIVING AS A FOREIGNER 
 

1 Peter 2:11-17 (NIV) - I urge you, as aliens and strangers, to abstain from 
sinful desires, which wage war against your soul. 12 Live such good lives 
among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may 
see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.  13 Submit 
yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority: whether to the 
king, as the supreme authority, 14 or to governors, who are sent by him to 
punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. 15 For it 
is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of 
foolish people. 16 Live as free people, but do not use your freedom as a 
cover-up for evil; live as God’s slaves. 17 Show proper respect to 
everyone: Love the family of believers, fear God, honor the king. 
 

 1) When we realize that our true citizenship is in heaven, we  
 

    will understand why this world is so    stressful    
 

    and    frustrating              . v11 
Philippians 3:18-21 (NIV) - For, as I have often told you before and now 
tell you again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of 
Christ. Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their 
glory is in their shame. Their mind is set on earthly things. But our 
citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring 
everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they 
will be like his glorious body. 

 

Galatians 5:16-25 - Let the Holy Spirit guide your lives. Then you won’t 
be doing what your sinful nature craves. The sinful nature wants to do 
evil, which is just the opposite of what the Spirit wants. And the Spirit 
gives us desires that are the opposite of what the sinful nature desires. 
These two forces are constantly fighting each other, so you are not free 
to carry out your good intentions. When you follow the desires of your 
sinful nature, the results are very clear: sexual immorality, impurity, 
lustful pleasures, idolatry, sorcery, hostility, quarreling, jealousy, 
outbursts of anger, selfish ambition, dissension, division, envy, 
drunkenness, wild parties, and other sins like these. Let me tell you 
again, as I have before, that anyone living that sort of life will not inherit 
the Kingdom of God. But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our 
lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these things! 
Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the passions and 
desires of their sinful nature to his cross and crucified them there. 
Since we are living by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit’s leading in 
every part of our lives. 

 

 
 

 
 

2) Our goal as followers of Jesus is not to have our way or get 
    people to believe our opinions.  
      Our goal is to point people to Jesus in our 
 

     words        and    actions      . 
1 Peter 2:12 (NIV) - Live such good lives among the pagans that, 
though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds 
and glorify God on the day of visitation.   

 

Colossians 3:17 (NLT) - Whatever you do or say, do it all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, giving thanks through him to God the Father. 

 

3) One of the best ways to show the world that we believe in  
 

    the sovereignty of God is to   submit         to  
 

           earthly authority                  . 
God is sovereign means that God is in control of everything,     

 and nothing happens without His permission. 
1 Peter 2:13-15 (NIV) - Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every 
human authority: whether to the king, as the supreme authority, 14 or to 
governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to 
commend those who do right. 15 For it is God’s will that by doing good 
you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish people 

 

Romans 13:1-5 - Everyone must submit to governing authorities. For all 
authority comes from God, and those in positions of authority have been 
placed there by God. 2 So anyone who rebels against authority is 
rebelling against what God has instituted, and they will be punished. 3 
For the authorities do not strike fear in people who are doing right, but in 
those who are doing wrong. Would you like to live without fear of the 
authorities? Do what is right, and they will honor you. 4 The authorities 
are God’s servants, sent for your good. But if you are doing wrong, of 
course you should be afraid, for they have the power to punish you. 
They are God’s servants, sent for the very purpose of punishing those 
who do what is wrong. 5 So you must submit to them, not only to avoid 
punishment, but also to keep a clear conscience. 

 

4) A healthy fear of God will cause us to   humble ourselves  
 

    and trust in    His plans             . 
 1 Peter 2:16-17 - Live as free people, but do not use your freedom as a 
 cover-up for evil; live as God’s slaves. 17 Show proper respect to 
 everyone: Love the family of believers, fear God, honor the king. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 


