Living The Happy And Peaceful Life

1 Peter 3:8-12 (NIV) — Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one
another, be sympathetic, love one another; be compassionate and
humble. ° Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with
blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a
blessing. ° For, “Whoever would love life and see good days must keep
their tongue from evil and their lips from deceitful speech. '* They must
turn from evil and do good; they must seek peace and pursue it. ** For
the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to
their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”

1) As Christians, we will be happy when we have an attitude

of compassion and _ humility . (v.8)
Romans 12:9-10, 13-16 - Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil;
cling to what is good. ° Be devoted to one another in love. Honor
one another above yourselves. 2 Share with the Lord’s people who
are in need. Practice hospitality. 1* Bless those who persecute you;
bless and do not curse. '° Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn
with those who mourn. ¢ Live in harmony with one another. Do not
be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do
not be conceited.

2) As Christians, we will be happy and blessed when we

respond to people like Jesus did , hot like
other people do . (V. 9)
Matthew 5:38-39, 43-45 — Jesus said, “You have heard that it was
said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.” *° But I tell you, do not

resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn

to them the other cheek also. *® You have heard that it was said, ‘Love
your neighbor and hate your enemy.” * But | tell you, love your
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, *° that you may be
children of your Father in heaven.”

Romans 12:17- 21 - Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful
to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 81f it is possible, as
far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. ** Do not
take revenge, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It
is mine to avenge; | will repay,” says the Lord. 2° On the contrary: “If
your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something
to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his
head.” ! Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

3) As Christians, we will be happy when we consistently

put a guard over our mouth . (v 10)
1 Peter 3:10 - For, “Whoever would love life and see good days
must keep their tongue from evil and their lips from deceitful
speech.”

Psalm 141:3-4 - Set a guard over my mouth, LORD; keep watch
over the door of my lips. Do not let my heart be drawn to what is
evil so that | take part in wicked deeds along with those who are
evildoers.

4) As Christians, we will be happy when we are the ones

who take the first step in living
a peaceful life. (v11-12)
1 Peter 3:11-12 - They must turn from evil and do good; they
must seek peace and pursue it. *? “For the eyes of the Lord are
on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the
face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”

Matthew 5:9 — Jesus said, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for
they will be called children of God.”



