Living In This Troubled World

1 Peter 3:13-16 (NIV) — Who is going to harm you if you are eager
to do good? * But even if you should suffer for what is right, you
are blessed. “Do not fear what they fear; do not be frightened.”
15 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared
to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason
for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and
respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak
maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed
of their slander.

1) Always desire to do what is good (v.13-14)

The characteristics of goodness:
*__ Generosity

e Unselfishness

° Kindness

e Thoughtfulness toward others

Philippians 2:12-16 - Continue to work out your salvation with fear
and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act in
order to fulfill his good purpose. Do everything without grumbling or
arguing, so that you may become blameless and pure, “children of
God without fault in a warped and crooked generation.” Then you
will shine among them like stars in the sky as you hold firmly to the
word of life. And then | will be able to boast on the day of Christ that
| did not run or labor in vain.

2) Set your heart on glorifying Jesus . (v 15)
Colossians 3:15-17 - let the peace that comes from Christ rule in
your hearts. For as members of one body you are called to live in
peace. And always be thankful. Let the message about Christ, in all
its richness, fill your lives. Teach and counsel each other with all
the wisdom he gives. Sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to
God with thankful hearts. And whatever you do or say, do it as a
representative of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through him to God
the Father.

3) Point people to Jesus, not your agenda . (v 15-16)

3) As Christians, we will be happy when we consistently

put a guard over our mouth . (v 10)
1 Peter 3:10 - For, “Whoever would love life and see good days
must keep their tongue from evil and their lips from deceitful
speech.”

Psalm 141:3-4 - Set a guard over my mouth, LORD; keep watch
over the door of my lips. Do not let my heart be drawn to what is
evil so that | take part in wicked deeds along with those who are
evildoers.

4) As Christians, we will be happy when we are the ones

who take the first step in living
a peaceful life. (v11-12)
1 Peter 3:11-12 - They must turn from evil and do good; they
must seek peace and pursue it. *? “For the eyes of the Lord are
on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the
face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”

Matthew 5:9 — Jesus said, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for
they will be called children of God.”



