Leaving The Past And Pressing Forward

1 Peter 4:1-6, 12-19 (New Living Translation) — Since Christ suffered
physical pain, you must arm yourselves with the same attitude he had,
and be ready to suffer, too. For if you have suffered physically for Christ,
you have finished with sin. You won’t spend the rest of your lives chasing
your own desires, but you will be anxious to do the will of God. 3 You have
had enough in the past of the evil things that godless people enjoy—their
immorality and lust, their feasting and drunkenness and wild parties, and
their terrible worship of idols.

40Of course, your former friends are surprised when you no longer
plunge into the flood of wild and destructive things they do. So they
slander you. > But remember that they will have to face God, who stands
ready to judge everyone, both the living and the dead. ® That is why the
Good News was preached to those who are now dead—so although they
were destined to die like all people, they now live forever with God in the
Spirit.

12 Dear friends, don’t be surprised at the fiery trials you are going
through, as if something strange were happening to you. 2 Instead, be
very glad—for these trials make you partners with Christ in his suffering,
so that you will have the wonderful joy of seeing his glory when it is
revealed to all the world. **If you are insulted because you bear the name
of Christ, you will be blessed, for the glorious Spirit of God rests upon
you. 15 If you suffer, however, it must not be for murder, stealing, making
trouble, or prying into other people’s affairs. 16 But it is no shame to suffer
for being a Christian. Praise God for the privilege of being called by his
name!

17 For the time has come for judgment, and it must begin with God’s
household. And if judgment begins with us, what terrible fate awaits those
who have never obeyed God’s Good News? 8 And also, “If the righteous
are barely saved, what will happen to godless sinners?” 1° So if you are
suffering in a manner that pleases God, keep on doing what is right, and
trust your lives to the God who created you, for he will never fail you.

1) We should have the same attitude that Jesus had.
We must be willing to suffer in order to ___accomplish

God’s will and be faithful to God’s will. (v1-3)
Luke 9:23-26 - Jesus said, “If any of you wants to be my follower,
you must give up your own way, take up your cross daily, and
follow me. 2*1f you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if
you give up your life for my sake, you will save it. 2> And what do
you benefit if you gain the whole world but are yourself lost or
destroyed? 26 If anyone is ashamed of me and my message, the Son
of Man will be ashamed of that person when he returns in his glory
and in the glory of the Father and the holy angels.

2) View insults, persecution, and attacks as a sign that

people see Jesus in your life.

1 Peter 4:4, 12-14 - Of course, your former friends are surprised
when you no longer plunge into the flood of wild and destructive
things they do. So they slander you. ‘?2Dear friends, don’t be
surprised at the fiery trials you are going through, as if something
strange were happening to you. ** Instead, be very glad—for these
trials make you partners with Christ in his suffering, so that you
will have the wonderful joy of seeing his glory when it is revealed
to all the world. **If you are insulted because you bear the name
of Christ, you will be blessed, for the glorious Spirit of God rests
upon you.

Matthew 5:11-12 — Jesus said, “God blesses you when people
mock you and persecute you and lie about you and say all sorts of
evil things against you because you are my followers. 2 Be happy
about it! Be very glad! For a great reward awaits you in heaven.”

3) Keep in mind that judgment IS coming.

1 Peter 4:5, 17-18 - But remember that they will have to face God,
who stands ready to judge everyone, both the living and the dead.
Y For the time has come for judgment, and it must begin with
God’s household. And if judgment begins with us, what terrible
fate awaits those who have never obeyed God's Good
News? ¥ And also, “If the righteous are barely saved, what will
happen to godless sinners?”

2 Thessalonians 1:6-9 - In his justice he will pay back those who
persecute you. " And God will provide rest for you who are being
persecuted and also for us when the Lord Jesus appears from
heaven. He will come with his mighty angels, in flaming fire,
bringing judgment on those who don’'t know God and on those
who refuse to obey the Good News of our Lord Jesus. ° They will
be punished with eternal destruction, forever separated from the
Lord and from his glorious power.

4) Live for Jesus , and don’t give up .
1 Peter 4:19 - So if you are suffering in a manner that pleases
God, keep on doing what is right, and trust your lives to the God
who created you, for he will never fail you.

Galatians 6:8-9 - Those who live only to satisfy their own sinful
nature will harvest decay and death from that sinful nature. But
those who live to please the Spirit will harvest everlasting life from
the Spirit. ° So let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At just the
right time we will reap a harvest of blessing if we don’t give up.



