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—— 3) Atonement

The Life Of Jesus
Why Is The Cross So Important?

Three words that help us understand the cross:

1) Penalty
There are consequences for our sin.

Separation from God’s presence and eternal
punishment in hell.
2 Thessalonians 1:7-9

2) Substitution

Romans 6:23 - For the wages of sin is death (penalty), but the gift of
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord (substitution).

Romans 6:23 teaches us several things. Without Christ, we are going
to die and spend an eternity in hell as payment for our sins. Death in
the Scriptures refers to a “separation.” Everyone will die, but some
will live in heaven with the Lord for eternity, while others will live a life
in hell for eternity. The death spoken of here refers to the life in hell.
However, the second thing this verse teaches us is that eternal life is
available through Jesus Christ. This is His substitutionary atonement.

Jesus Christ died in our place when He was crucified on the cross.
We deserved to be the ones placed on that cross to die because we
are the ones who live sinful lives. But Christ took the punishment on
Himself in our place—He substituted Himself for us and took what we
rightly deserved.

2 Corinthians 5:21 - God made him who had no sin to be sin for us,
so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

1 Peter 2:24 - He (Jesus) personally carried our sins in his body on
the cross so that we can be dead to sin and live for what is right. By
his wounds you are healed.

Isaiah 53:5 - He was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed
for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon
him, and by his wounds we are healed.

This means that we are brought into a right relationship with
God.

Colossians 1:19-22 - For God in all his fullness was pleased to
live in Christ, 2 and through him God reconciled everything to
himself. He made peace with everything in heaven and on
earth by means of Christ’s blood on the cross. 2! This includes
you who were once far away from God. You were his enemies,
separated from him by your evil thoughts and actions. ?* Yet
now he has reconciled you to himself through the death of
Christ in his physical body. As a result, he has brought you into
his own presence, and you are holy and blameless as you
stand before him without a single fault.

We can only pay the price of sin on our own by being punished
and placed in hell for all eternity. But God’s Son, Jesus Christ,
came to earth to pay the price of our sins. Because He did this
for us, we now have the opportunity to not only have our sins
forgiven, but to spend eternity with Him. In order to do this, we
must place our faith in what Christ did on the cross. We cannot
save ourselves; we need a substitute to take our place. The
death of Jesus Christ is the substitutionary atonement.
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