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EASTER
How The Resurrection Changes My Life

John 19:31-37 - It was the day of preparation, and the Jewish leaders
didn’t want the bodies hanging there (on crosses) the next day, which
was the Sabbath (and a very special Sabbath, because it was Passover
week). So they asked Pilate to hasten their deaths by ordering that their
legs be broken. Then their bodies could be taken down.*So the
soldiers came and broke the legs of the two men crucified with
Jesus. ¥ But when they came to Jesus, they saw that he was already
dead, so they didn’t break his legs. 3 One of the soldiers, however,
pierced his side with a spear, and immediately blood and water flowed
out. **(This report is from an eyewitness giving an accurate account. He
speaks the truth so that you also may continue to believe.) *® These
things happened in fulfillment of the Scriptures that say, “Not one of his
bones will be broken,”* and “They will look on the one they pierced.”

Matthew 27:62-66 - The next day, on the Sabbath, the leading priests
and Pharisees went to see Pilate. ® They told him, “Sir, we remember
what that deceiver once said while he was still alive: ‘After three days |
will rise from the dead.’ * So we request that you seal the tomb until the
third day. This will prevent his disciples from coming and stealing his
body and then telling everyone he was raised from the dead! If that
happens, we'll be worse off than we were at first.” ® Pilate replied, “Take
guards and secure it the best you can.” ®® So they sealed the tomb and
posted guards to protect it.

John 20:1-10 - Early on Sunday morning, while it was still dark, Mary
Magdalene came to the tomb and found that the stone had been rolled
away from the entrance. 2She ran and found Simon Peter and the other
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved. She said, “They have taken the
Lord’s body out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put
him!” ® Peter and the other disciple started out for the tomb. * They were
both running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb
first. ° He stooped and looked in and saw the linen wrappings lying there,
but he didn’t go in. ® Then Simon Peter arrived and went inside. He also
noticed the linen wrappings lying there,”while the cloth that had
covered Jesus’ head was folded up and lying apart from the other
wrappings. 8 Then the disciple who had reached the tomb first also went
in, and he saw and believed — ®for until then they still hadn’t understood
the Scriptures that said Jesus must rise from the dead.'® Then they
went home.

Matthew 28:11-15 - As the women were on their way, some of the
guards went into the city and told the leading priests what had
happened. > A meeting with the elders was called, and they decided to
give the soldiers a large bribe. 13They told the soldiers, “You must say,
‘Jesus’ disciples came during the night while we were sleeping, and
they stole his body.” " If the governor hears about it, we’ll stand up for
you so you won't get in trouble.” *® So the guards accepted the bribe and
said what they were told to say. Their story spread widely among the
Jews, and they still tell it today.

John 20:19-20, 24-29 - That Sunday evening the disciples were meeting
behind locked doors because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders.
Suddenly, Jesus was standing there among them! “Peace be with
you,” he said. ?° As he spoke, he showed them the wounds in his hands
and his side. They were filled with joy when they saw the Lord!

* One of the twelve disciples, Thomas (nicknamed the Twin), was
not with the others when Jesus came. % They told him, “We have seen
the Lord! But he replied, “| won’t believe it unless | see the nail wounds
in his hands, put my fingers into them, and place my hand into the
wound in his side.

% Eight days later the disciples were together again, and this time
Thomas was with them. The doors were locked; but suddenly, as
before, Jesus was standing among them. “Peace be with you,” he
said. 2 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and look at my
hands. Put your hand into the wound in my side. Don’t be faithless any
longer. Believe!” ® “My Lord and my God!” Thomas exclaimed. ?® Then
Jesus told him, “You believe because you have seen me. Blessed are
those who have not seen me yet have believed.”

Our Blessings Because Of The Resurrection
1) My mistakes are not fatal.
2) My life has meaning.

3) My death is not the end.
Hebrews 2:14-15 - Because God’s children are human beings—
made of flesh and blood—the Son also became flesh and blood. For
only as a human being could he die, and only by dying could he
break the power of the devil, who had the power of death.Only in
this way could he set free all who have lived their lives as slaves to
the fear of dying.



