Spring Valley

—— Baptist Church

Demolishing Strongholds
The Grip of Greed

A stronghold is any sin, habit, or emotion that has a level of
control in my life that keeps me from living fully for Christ
and drawing closer to God.

2 Corinthians 10:3-5 - For though we live in the world, we do not
wage war as the world does. 4 The weapons we fight with are not
the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power
to demolish strongholds. ®>We demolish arguments and every
pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and
we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.

Luke 12:13-21 - Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher,
tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” 4 Jesus
replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between
you?” > Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard
against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of
possessions.”

16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich
man yielded an abundant harvest. 1" He thought to himself, ‘What
shall 1 do? | have no place to store my crops.’ * Then he said,
‘This is what I'll do. | will tear down my barns and build bigger
ones, and there | will store my surplus grain. **And I'll say to
myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life
easy; eat, drink and be merry.”

20“But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will
be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have
prepared for yourself?’ 2! This is how it will be with whoever stores
up things for themselves but is not rich toward God.”

How To Break Free From The Grip Of Greed

Stop viewing money selfishly.

2 Corinthians 9:6-11 - Remember this—a farmer who plants only
a few seeds will get a small crop. But the one who plants generously
will get a generous crop. “ You must each decide in your heart how
much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure.
“For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.”

8 And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will
always have everything you need and plenty left over to share with
others. °As the Scriptures say, “They share freely and give
generously to the poor. Their good deeds will be remembered
forever.”

10 For God is the one who provides seed for the farmer and then
bread to eat. In the same way, he will provide and increase your
resources and then produce a great harvest of generosity in you.
1¥yes, you will be enriched in every way so that you can always be
generous.

Stop thinking money will satisfy me.

1 Timothy 6:6-11 - Godliness with contentment is great gain. ’ For we
brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it.
8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.
% People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into
many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and
destruction. 1° For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.
Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and
pierced themselves with many griefs.

*Money can buy temporary happiness.

It cannot buy contentment.

Joy does not come from a change in income.

Joy comes from a change of heart.
Luke 12:15 — Jesus said, “Watch out! Be on your guard against
all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of
possessions.”

Greed is not a financial issue. It’s a heart issue.



