
	
The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse 

 

Revelation 6:1-8 - I watched as the Lamb opened the first of the seven seals. Then I 
heard one of the four living creatures say in a voice like thunder, "Come!" 2 I 
looked, and there before me was a white horse! Its rider held a bow, and he was 
given a crown, and he rode out as a conqueror bent on conquest. 3 When the Lamb 
opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature say, "Come!" 4 Then 
another horse came out, a fiery red one. Its rider was given power to take peace 
from the earth and to make men slay each other. To him was given a large sword.  
 5 When the Lamb opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, 
"Come!" I looked, and there before me was a black horse! Its rider was holding a 
pair of scales in his hand. 6 Then I heard what sounded like a voice among the four 
living creatures, saying, "A quart of wheat for a day's wages, and three quarts of 
barley for a day's wages, and do not damage the oil and the wine!" 7 When the 
Lamb opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature say, 
"Come!" 8 I looked, and there before me was a pale horse! Its rider was named 
Death, and Hades was following close behind him. They were given power over a 
fourth of the earth to kill by sword, famine and plague, and by the wild beasts of the 
earth. 
 

1) The White Horse -               
  “anti” means “against” or “in place of” 
  “Antichrist” is one who tries to put himself in the place of Christ 
 

  A bow =              (but no arrows) 
 

  A crown =             
  Revelation 19:11-16 
 

2) The Red Horse -               
 Two words for “sword” in Greek 
  1. rhomphaia = the sword of a soldier 
  2. machaira = a concealed knife  
 

3) The Black Horse -               
    “holding a pair of scales” –the Antichrist will control the distribution of food 
 

   “a quart of wheat” – barely enough food to sustain one person for one day 
 

   “three quarts of barley” – barely enough food to sustain a family of three for    
  one day 
 

   “do not damage the oil and wine” – oil and wine will be luxuries reserved for the   
  wealthy 
 
4) The Pale Horse -               



	
How Should We Live? 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-4 - Now, brothers, about times and dates we do not 
need to write to you, 2 for you know very well that the day of the Lord will 
come like a thief in the night. 3 While people are saying, "Peace and 
safety," destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a 
pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 4 But you, brothers, are not in 
darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief.  
 

1. Live with                 . 
 1 Thessalonians 5:8-14 - Let us be self-controlled, protected by the body  armor 
 of faith and love, and wearing as our helmet the confidence of our salvation.  9 For 
 God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive  salvation through our Lord 
 Jesus Christ. 10 He died for us so that  we can live with him forever, whether we 
 are dead or alive at the time of his return.11 Therefore encourage one another and 
 build each other up, just  as in fact you are doing.12 Now we ask you, brothers, 
 honor those who are your leaders in the Lord's work. They work hard among you 
 and warn you against all that is wrong. 13 Think highly of them and give them 
 your wholehearted love because of their work.  Live in peace with each other. 
 And we urge you, brothers, to warn those who are idle. Encourage those who are 
 timid. Take tender care of those who are weak. Be patient with everyone. 
 

2. Live with                  . 
 1 Thessalonians 5:13,15 - Live in peace with each other.  Make sure    that nobody 
 pays back wrong for wrong, but always try to be kind to each other and to 
 everyone else. 
 

3. Live with                  . 
     1 Thessalonians 5:16 - Be joyful always.  
 

4. Live with                  . 
     1 Thessalonians 5:17 - Pray continually. 
 

5. Live with                  . 
     1 Thessalonians 5:18 - No matter what happens, always be thankful,  
     for this is God's will for you who belong to Christ Jesus. 
 

6. Live with                  . 
     1 Thessalonians 5:19-20 - Do not put out the Spirit's fire; do not treat  
     prophecies with contempt. 
 

7. Live with                  . 
 1 Thessalonians 5:21-23 - Test everything. Hold on to what is good. Keep away 
 from every kind of evil. 23 Now may the God of peace make you holy in every way, 
 and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless until that day 
 when our Lord Jesus Christ comes again. 


