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THE LIFE OF JESUS

Forgiving Others

Matthew 6:7-15 (New Living Translation) — Jesus said, “When you
pray, don’t babble on and on as the Gentiles do. They think their
prayers are answered merely by repeating their words again and
again. 8Don’t be like them, for your Father knows exactly what you
need even before you ask him! ° Pray like this: Our Father in heaven,
may your name be kept holy. 1® May your Kingdom come. May your
will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. ! Give us today the food we
need, *?and forgive us our sins, as we have forgiven those who sin
against us. * And do not let us yield to temptation, but rescue us from
the evil one.”

14 “f you forgive those who sin against you, your heavenly Father
will forgive you. ¥ But if you refuse to forgive others, your Father will
not forgive your sins.”

The Danger Of Unforgiveness
A failure to forgive will enslave me to my past.

A failure to forgive will produce bitterness.
Ephesians 4:31-32 - Get rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh
words, and slander, as well as all types of evil behavior. * Instead,
be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as
God through Christ has forgiven you.

A failure to forgive gives Satan a foothold into my life.
Ephesians 4:26-27 — Do not sin by letting anger control you. Do not
let the sun go down while you are still angry, ?’ for anger gives a
foothold to the devil.

A failure to forgive hurts my fellowship with God.

1 John 2:9-11 - Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates a
brother or sister is still in the darkness. ° Anyone who loves their
brother and sister lives in the light, and there is nothing in them to
make them stumble. ! But anyone who hates a brother or sister is
in the darkness and walks around in the darkness. They do not
know where they are going, because the darkness has blinded
them.

What Does A Forgiver Do?

A forgiver wants to be like Jesus.
Colossians 3:12-13 - Since God chose you to be the holy people
he loves, you must clothe yourselves with tenderhearted mercy,
kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. 1* Make allowance
for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you.
Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others.

A forgiver makes the effort to find peace.

Romans 12:14, 17-21 - Bless those who persecute you; bless
and do not curse. " Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful
to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 8 If it is possible, as
far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. *° Do not
take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath,
for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; | will repay,” says the
Lord. 2°On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he
is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap
burning coals on his head.” 2! Do not be overcome by evil, but
overcome evil with good.

The Lord’s Supper

1 Corinthians 11:23-29 - For | pass on to you what | received from
the Lord himself. On the night when he was betrayed, the Lord Jesus
took some bread 2*and gave thanks to God for it. Then he broke it
in pieces and said, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this
in remembrance of me.” 2° In the same way, he took the cup of wine
after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant between God
and his people—an agreement confirmed with my blood. Do this in
remembrance of me as often as you drink it.” 2 For every time you
eat this bread and drink this cup, you are announcing the Lord’s
death until he comes again.

27 S0 anyone who eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord
unworthily is guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the
Lord. 28 That is why you should examine yourself before eating the
bread and drinking the cup. # For if you eat the bread or drink the
cup without honoring the body of Christ, you are eating and drinking
God’s judgment upon yourself.
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