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THE LIFE OF JESUS
How To Respond When Others Sin

Luke 7:36-50 — When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have
dinner with him, he went to the Pharisee’s house and reclined at
the table. 3" A woman in that town who lived a sinful life learned that
Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, so she came there with
an alabaster jar of perfume. % As she stood behind him at his feet
weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped
them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them.

39When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to
himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching
him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner.” 4° Jesus
answered him, “Simon, | have something to tell you.” “Tell me,
teacher,” he said. *“Two people owed money to a certain
moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other
fifty. > Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he
forgave the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?”
43 Simon replied, “| suppose the one who had the bigger debt
forgiven.” “You have judged correctly,” Jesus said.

44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you
see this woman? | came into your house. You did not give me any
water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped
them with her hair. ° You did not give me a kiss, but this woman,
from the time | entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did
not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my
feet. ' Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—as
her great love has shown. But whoever has been forgiven little
loves little.” 8 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”
49 The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this
who even forgives sins?” % Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith
has saved you; go in peace.”

What Can We Learn From The Woman?

Great love comes from great forgiveness.
Our love for Jesus is a powerful witness to the world.

What Can We Learn From The Pharisee?

We should be careful about passing judgment.

Matthew 5:1-5 — Jesus said, “Do not judge others, and you will
not be judged. 2 For you will be treated as you treat others. The
standard you use in judging is the standard by which you will be
judged. ® And why worry about a speck in your friend’s eye when
you have a log in your own? 4 How can you think of saying to your
friend, ‘Let me help you get rid of that speck in your eye,” when
you can’t see past the log in your own eye? ° Hypocrite! First get
rid of the log in your own eye; then you will see well enough to
deal with the speck in your friend’s eye.”

Matthew 18:15-17 — Jesus said, “If another believer sins against
you, go privately and point out the offense. If the other person
listens and confesses it, you have won that person back. ¢ But if
you are unsuccessful, take one or two others with you and go
back again, so that everything you say may be confirmed by two
or three witnesses. !’ If the person still refuses to listen, take your
case to the church. Then if he or she won’t accept the church’s
decision, treat that person as a pagan or a corrupt tax collector.”

We should believe that God can change anyone.

2 Corinthians 5:14-17 - Christ’s love controls us. Since we believe
that Christ died for all, we also believe that we have all died to our
old life. ** He died for everyone so that those who receive his new
life will no longer live for themselves. Instead, they will live for
Christ, who died and was raised for them. 1® So we have stopped
evaluating others from a human point of view. At one time we
thought of Christ merely from a human point of view. How
differently we know him now! !’ This means that anyone who
belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone;
a new life has begun!

Sample Prayer For Salvation

Jesus, | admit | am a sinner. | need and want Your forgiveness. |
accept Your death as the penalty for my sin and recognize that Your
mercy and grace is a gift You offer to me because of Your great love,
not based on anything | have done. Cleanse me and make me Your
child. By faith | receive You into my heart as the Son of God and as
Savior and Lord of my life. From now on, help me live for You, with
You in control. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



