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THE LIFE OF JESUS
How Jesus Taught Us To Pray — Part 3

Matthew 6:1, 5-13 - Jesus said, “Be careful not to practice your
righteousness in front of others to be seen by them. If you do, you will
have no reward from your Father in heaven. ® And when you pray, do
not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standingin the
synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly | tell
you, they have received their reward in full. ® But when you pray, go into
your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then
your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 7 And
when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they
will be heard because of their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for
your Father knows what you need before you ask him.”

% “This, then, is how you should pray: ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed
be your name, '® your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. " Give us today our daily bread. '?And forgive us our
debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. '3 And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.”

Praying The Way Jesus Taught Us To Pray

1) We acknowledge the greatness of God.
“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name...”

2) We desire to see Jesus reigning as King of Kings and Lord
of Lords.
“your kingdom come...”

3) We want God’s plan to be our plan, not the other way
around.
“your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”

4) We ask God to give us our daily needs.
“Give us today our daily bread.”

Psalm 37:25 - Once | was young, and now | am old. Yet | have never
seen the righteous abandoned or their children begging for bread.

Philippians 4:19 - My God will meet all your needs according to the
riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 4:6-7 - Do not be anxious about anything, but in every
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your
requests to God.”And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

What about Jesus saying we can ask for anything
and it’s ours?

Mark 11:22-24 - “Have faith in God,” Jesus answered. 2 “Truly | tell you, if
anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,” and does not
doubt in their heart but believes that what they say will happen, it will be done
for them. 24 Therefore | tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that
you have received it, and it will be yours.”

Matthew 7:7-11 — Jesus said, “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you
will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives,
and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened.
Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone? Or
if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? If you then, who are evil, know
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who
is in heaven give good things to those who ask him.”

The Requirements Of Answered Prayer

1) We want more of what God wants for us.
1 John 5:13-15 - | write these things to you who believe in the name of
the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.' This is
the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything
according to his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us—
whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him.

2) We do not ask out of selfish motives.
James 4:2-3 - You covet but you cannot get what you want, so you quarrel
and fight. You do not have because you do not ask God. 3 When you ask,
you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may
spend what you get on your pleasures.

3) We want more so that we can be a blessing to others.

2 Corinthians 9:6-8, 10-11 - Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will
also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap
generously.” Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart
to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver. 8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all
times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 10
Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also
supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of
your righteousness. 1! You will be enriched in every way so that you can
be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result
in thanksgiving to God.



