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CHRISTMAS
Why Is The Virgin Birth Important?

Luke 1:26-38 - In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God
sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin
pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and
said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”

29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what
kind of greeting this might be. *° But the angel said to her, “Do not
be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 3! You will
conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him
Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most
High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father
David, 33and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his
kingdom will never end.”

34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since | am a virgin?”
35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to
be born will be called® the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your
relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was
said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 3’ For no word
from God will ever fail.”

384l am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to
me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.

e Without the virgin birth, all of Christianity falls apart.

John 1:1-4, 14, - In the beginning was the Word (Jesus), and
the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with
God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made;
without him nothing was made that has been made. # In him was
life, and that life was the light of all mankind.

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.
We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who
came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

e If Joseph was the biological father of Jesus, Jesus would have

been a sinner from birth.
All of us have a sinful nature that affects every part of us.

Psalm 51:5 - Surely | was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my
mother conceived me.

¢ We inherit a sin nature passed down from Adam.

Romans 5:12, 18-19 - When Adam sinned, sin entered the world.
Adam’s sin brought death, so death spread to everyone, for
everyone sinned. Adam’s one sin brings condemnation for
everyone, but Christ's one act of righteousness brings a right
relationship with God and new life for everyone. 1° Because one
person disobeyed God, many became sinners. But because one
other person obeyed God, many will be made righteous.

¢ God chose to offer one sacrifice for all sin for all time so that
the penalty for our sin could be paid for (atonement). In order
to do this, He had to offer His best as a sacrifice, and the best
He had to offer was His Son, Jesus.

e By being born of a virgin, Jesus was fully man
through Mary and could be the sacrifice.

e By being born of a virgin, Jesus was fully God
which allowed Him to be born without an inherited sin nature.
Hebrews 9:27-28 - Just as each person is destined to die once and
after that comes judgment, 28 so also Christ was offered once for all
time as a sacrifice to take away the sins of many people. He will
come again, not to deal with our sins, but to bring salvation to all
who are eagerly waiting for him.

John 1:10-13 - He came into the very world he created, but the
world didn’t recognize him. * He came to his own people, and even
they rejected him. 12 But to all who believed him and received him,
he gave the right to become children of God. 13 They are reborn—
not with a physical birth resulting from human passion or plan, but
a birth that comes from God.
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