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WHAT HAPPENS AT THE MOMENT OF DEATH?

Hebrews 2:14-15 - Because God’s children are human beings—made of
flesh and blood—the Son also became flesh and blood. For only as a
human being could he die, and only by dying could he break the power of
the devil, who had the power of death. 1* Only in this way could he set free
all who have lived their lives as slaves to the fear of dying.

Matthew 27:51-53 - And when Jesus (on the cross) had cried out again in
a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. °* At that moment the curtain of the
temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook, the rocks
split °2and the tombs broke open. The bodies of many holy people who had
died were raised to life. >3 They came out of the tombs after Jesus’
resurrection and went into the holy city and appeared to many people.

John 11:38-44 - Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb (of
Lazarus). It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. * “Take away
the stone,” he said. “But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by
this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.” *° Then
Jesus said, “Did | not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of
God?” 4 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and
said, “Father, | thank you that you have heard me. %21 knew that you always
hear me, but | said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they
may believe that you sent me.

43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come
out!” “ The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of
linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave
clothes and let him go.”

Luke 7:11-15 - Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his
disciples and a large crowd went along with him. 12 As he approached the
town gate, a dead person was being carried out—the only son of his
mother, and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the town was with
her. ¥When the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and he said, “Don’t
cry.” ** Then he went up and touched the bier they were carrying him on,
and the bearers stood still. He said, “Young man, | say to you, get
up!” ¥ The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back
to his mother.

Luke 23:39-43 - One of the criminals who hung there (next to Jesus) hurled
insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 4° But the other
criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the
same sentence? 4! We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds
deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” 4> Then he said, “Jesus,
remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43 Jesus answered him, “Truly
| tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”

Acts 7:51-59 — Stephen said, “You stiff-necked people! Your hearts and ears
are still uncircumcised. You are just like your ancestors: You always resist
the Holy Spirit! ®?Was there ever a prophet your ancestors did not
persecute? They even killed those who predicted the coming of the
Righteous One. And now you have betrayed and murdered him— 52 you who
have received the law that was given through angels but have not obeyed it.”

> When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were furious and
gnashed their teeth at him.  But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up
to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of
God. %6“Look,” he said, “l see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at
the right hand of God.”

57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they
all rushed at him, *8dragged him out of the city and began to stone
him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man
named Saul. *® While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit.” ® Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not
hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep.

What We Know About Death

God knows the length of our life.

Job 14:1-2, 5 - How frail is humanity! How short is life, how full of trouble!
2\We blossom like a flower and then wither. Like a passing shadow, we
quickly disappear. ® You have decided the length of our lives. You know
how many months we will live, and we are not given a minute longer.

Psalm 139:16 - You saw me before | was born. Every day of my life was
recorded in your book. Every moment was laid out before a single day had
passed.

The moment a believer dies, they are with Jesus.
Philippians 1:20-24 - | trust that my life will bring honor to Christ, whether
I live or die. 2* For to me, living means living for Christ, and dying is even
better. 22 But if | live, | can do more fruitful work for Christ. So | really don’t
know which is better. 22 I'm torn between two desires: | long to go and be
with Christ, which would be far better for me. 2 But for your sakes, it is
better that | continue to live.



