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A Christian Response To The Current Evil

An unwillingness to submit to God will lead to a mind that

gets more and more sinful.
Romans 1:18-32 - The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven
against all the godlessness and wickedness of people, who suppress
the truth by their wickedness, '° since what may be known about God
is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 2° For since
the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power
and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from
what has been made, so that people are without excuse.

21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God
nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their
foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they claimed to be wise,
they became fools 22 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for
images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals
and reptiles. 2* Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of
their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with
one another. 2°> They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and
worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is
forever praised. Amen.

26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even
their women exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural
ones. # In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations
with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men
committed shameful acts with other men, and received in themselves
the due penalty for their error.

28 Fyrthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the
knowledge of God, so God gave them over to a depraved mind, so
that they do what ought not to be done. 2* They have become filled
with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full
of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are
gossips, ¥ slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful;
they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; 3! they have
no understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy. 32 Although they
know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve
death, they not only continue to do these very things but also
approve of those who practice them.

John 15:18-21

How Do We Respond?

1) Love your enemy.

Matthew 5:43-48 — Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love
your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But | tell you, love your enemies
and pray for those who persecute you, “*that you may be children of
your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the
good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. %6 If you love
those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax
collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your own people, what are
you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? “ Be perfect,
therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”

This doesn’t mean we condone their actions. It means we point
them to Jesus and the truth.

2) Do not fear death. If we give in to fear, those who wish

violence against Christians win and we damage our

witness.

Philippians 1:20-21 - | eagerly expect and hope that | will in no way be
ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ
will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. 2! For to me, to
live is Christ and to die is gain.

3) Speak up when people lie about the truth or say hateful

things against the truth of God’s word.

1 Peter 3:9-17 - Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the
contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to this you were called so
that you may inherit a blessing. ° For, “Whoever would love life and see
good days must keep their tongue from evil and their lips from deceitful
speech. ' They must turn from evil and do good; they must seek peace
and pursue it. '?For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his
ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those
who do evil.” ®Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do
good? “But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are
blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened.” '* But in your
hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.
But do this with gentleness and respect, "®keeping a clear
conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good
behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 17 For it is better, if
it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.



