The Cross: our substitution
According to the Scriptures, sin must be paid for. When Jesus Christ died,
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The Gospel: God’s Good News For Us

The Garden of Eden: our sin

Sin is acting or behaving in a way that does not conform with God’s character
or commands. It is about crossing lines that have been laid down for us by
God. Sin is thus an act of rebellion and distrust. It is us saying to God: “You
don’t get to make the rules! | am capable of deciding right and wrong for
myself!”

Question: Why should God get to define what | do and how | live my
life?
Genesis 1:1 Romans 3:23 1 John 1:8-10

The Altar: the sacrifice

Sin is serious in God’s eyes. We often overlook the seriousness of sin or
look for reasons to justify sin, but God takes it very seriously because sin
damages our relationship with Him. To show that we understand the
seriousness of our sin, God says we must offer to Him the one thing that is
most precious to us; life itself. In the Old Testament, God allowed people to
take the life of an animal as a substitute for their own life. The problem with
animal sacrifice was that it had to be made over and over again because
people kept sinning over and over again.

Question: Why couldn’t God just let people say “I’'m sorry” and let
that be enough? Why did something have to die?

Sin is serious in God’s eyes. We often overlook the seriousness of sin or
look for reasons to justify sin, but God takes it very seriously because sin
damages our relationship with Him. To show that we understand the
seriousness of our sin, God says we must offer to Him the one thing that is
most precious to us; life itself. In the Old Testament, God allowed people to
take the life of an animal as a substitute for their own life. The problem with
animal sacrifice was that it had to be made over and over again because
people kept sinning over and over again.

Today, we no longer kill animals as a sacrifice to God. So what changed?
God still requires a sacrifice in order for sin to be forgiven by Him, but
because He loves us so much, He decided that HE would provide one
sacrifice that would be for all sin, for all people, for all time. According to His
own requirements, it had to be His best, it had to be something He identified
with closely, and it had to be put to death. There was only one thing that
could meet this criteria for God; His Son Jesus.

Hebrews 9:22 John 3:16

he suffered as a substitute in the place of and on behalf of fallen humanity.
Christ's death made it possible for men and women to be declared righteous
in God’s sight, based on their faith in Him. Christ's death was not merely a
statement against evil or an expression of love, but a payment that satisfied
God's demand. Christ's death was necessary for several reasons.

First, sin alienates us from God. Those who are controlled by sin cannot
please God. Second, God is holy. God's holy character requires that sin be
punished. Third, the presence of sin renders us helpless. We cannot save
ourselves. 2 Corinthians 5:21 and Romans 3:22-25 helps us understand.

The Resurrection: our hope

Question: So, if Jesus really rose from the dead with a new, perfect
body, that is really good for Him, but what does that have to do with
me?

1 Corinthians 15:43-44 and 50-57 tells us what this means for us. Just as
Jesus rose to live forever in a new body, those who trust in Him and will be
given new bodies and live forever, too. The resurrection of Jesus gives us
hope for eternity. It is the central aspect of Christianity, for if Jesus really rose
from the dead, we can trust that He truly is the Son of God and we can trust
that what He said about everything is true.

The Return of Jesus: our expectation

God tells us that a day is coming when Jesus will come down from heaven
to take Christians out of this world and back to heaven with Him. 1
Thessalonians 4:13-18

Heaven or Hell: our eternity

Question: The Bible says we will be ‘saved.’ Saved
from what?

It's true that Jesus took our punishment on the cross, but we are not forced
to accept that gift or trust in Him. We can go our own way and live our life
the way we choose. However, our sin must still be punished. For those who
choose not to trust in Jesus, they will have to take the punishment
themselves. This will happen when they die and it will happen in a place
called hell. 2 Thessalonians 1:5-10

Each of us has a choice to make. We can call out to God and trust in the
death of Jesus to pay for our sin and give our whole life to Him. Or we can
choose to reject Him and live our lives the way we choose. God loves us and
wants us to be with Him forever, but He will not force Himself on us. He has
offered eternal life and relationship with Him. Now, we must decide to accept
Him or reject Him.



