
  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Fear Of The Lord 
Part 3: Why Was God So Violent In The Old Testament? 

 

Exodus 20:1-6 - And God spoke all these words: 2 “I am the Lord your 
God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 3 “You shall 
have no other gods before me. 4 You shall not make for yourself an image in 
the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters 
below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your 
God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to 
the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing love to 
a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my 
commandments.” 
 

Examples of God’s Destruction Of People In The Old Testament 
 

•The flood (Genesis 6-7) 
•Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 19) 
•Killing of the firstborn in Egypt (Exodus 11-12) 
•Korah, Dathan, and Abiram (Numbers 16)  
•Uzzah touches the ark of the covenant and dies (2 Samuel 6) 
 

Deuteronomy 32:3-4, 39 - I will proclaim the name of the Lord. Oh, praise 
the greatness of our God! 4 He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his 
ways are just. A faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is he.          
39 The Lord says, “See now that I myself am he! There is no god besides 
me. I put to death and I bring to life, I have wounded and I will heal and no 
one can deliver out of my hand.” 
 

Deuteronomy 7:1-6 - When the Lord your God brings you into the land you 
are entering to possess and drives out before you many nations—the 
Hittites, Girgashites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and 
Jebusites, seven nations larger and stronger than you— 2 and when 
the Lord your God has delivered them over to you and you have defeated 
them, then you must destroy them totally. Make no treaty with them, and 
show them no mercy. 3 Do not intermarry with them. Do not give your 
daughters to their sons or take their daughters for your sons, 4 for they will 
turn your children away from following me to serve other gods, and 
the Lord’s anger will burn against you and will quickly destroy you. 5 This is 
what you are to do to them: Break down their altars, smash their sacred 
stones, cut down their Asherah poles and burn their idols in the fire. 6 For 
you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has 
chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, 
his treasured possession. 

 

Was God Different In The New Testament? 
 

•Ananias and Sapphira were struck dead by God for lying (Acts 5) 
•People died for not taking the Lord’s Supper seriously (1 Corinthians 11) 
•The tribulation of Revelation 6-19 
•The lake of fire (Revelation 20) 
 

What About The Love Of God? 
Matthew 5:43-45 – Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, love your enemies and pray 
for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be children of your Father in 
heaven.” 
 

Luke 6:27-31 – Jesus said, “To you who are listening I say: Love your 
enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray 
for those who mistreat you. 29 If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to 
them the other also. If someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt 
from them. 30 Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what 
belongs to you, do not demand it back. 31 Do to others as you would have 
them do to you.” 
 

Psalm 103:8-11 - The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, 
abounding in love. 9 He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger 
forever; 10 he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to 
our iniquities. 11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is 
his love for those who fear him. 
 

Dangers Of Viewing God From Our Perspective 
 

•We often want to put no limits on the love of God, but we do want  

  to restrict the wrath of God. 
 

•We can easily lose sight of the holiness of God. 
Psalm 99:1-3 - The Lord reigns, let the nations tremble; he sits 
enthroned between the cherubim, let the earth shake. 2 Great is 
the Lord in Zion; he is exalted over all the nations. 3 Let them praise your 
great and awesome name—he is holy. 

 

Isaiah 55:6-9 - Seek the Lord while he may be found; call on him while 
he is near. 7 Let the wicked forsake their ways and the unrighteous their 
thoughts. Let them turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on them, and 
to our God, for he will freely pardon. 8 “For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord. 9 “As the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways 
and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 

 

 


